Richmond United for Supportive Housing  - FAQ
In Wednesday April 4th Richmond United for Supportive Housing (R.U.S.H.) members attended a Dialogue Richmond roundtable with the purpose of listening and learning from experts in the field and hearing what people opposing the 7300 Elmbridge Way proposal had to say. The R.U.S.H. group commends Henry Yao and Dialogue Richmond for their work on this event. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]It was a successful event in that many in the audience learned a great deal about how residents are selected, the blend of different service needs, staff complement and makeup and the interrelations between Raincity Housing, the RCMP, the Health Authority and local service providers like Chimo Community Services.
Questions answered were:
Where are these homeless people and why are they being housed in Richmond? Richmond’s last homeless count in 2017 revealed 70 homeless individuals. Most of them have lived in Richmond for over a year and many have lived here all their lives.
Who agreed to bring in supportive housing (temporary modular housing or TMH)? The provincial government offered 2200 modular housing units to cities across BC. The City of Richmond applied and was offered 40 units. BC Housing is partnering with the City and Raincity Housing to deliver this housing.
Who is Raincity Housing? Raincity was chosen by BC Housing to operate the 7300 Elmbridge site. Raincity has been operating supportive housing across Metro Vancouver for many years. They already provide support services to 15 homeless people in Richmond and finding housing for them in a tight rental market is extremely difficult.
Why can’t the money be used for local services instead? No local Richmond service agencies can provide the kind of supportive housing BC Housing needs to house the Richmond homeless populations. 
How will the residents be chosen? A Vulnerability Assessment Tool (VAT) used across North America assesses and rates each individual experiencing homelessness in a number of areas including basic needs, survival skills, medical needs, mortality risks, mental health issues, substance abuse and social behaviours. The results will be used by Richmond service providers, RCMP, Raincity and Vancouver Coastal Health to decide on the best mix of residents depending on the amount of supports needed.
Will the neighbourhood be safe from the residents? Individuals that present a risk to the safety and security of others will not be eligible for this housing. 
Who will staff the housing and what experience will they have? Raincity employs staff with appropriate experience, education and training for the work, such as social workers, mental health workers, counsellors, life skills trainers and job trainers.
Overall R.U.S.H. was satisfied with the responses given by the panelists: BC Housing, Raincity Housing, Chimo Community Services and Outreach and Richmond Food Bank Society. However, the four neighbourhood representatives did not prepare an argument, counter proposal or recommendations that could be discussed and debated. In that regard the evening was one-sided and the R.U.S.H. key message was reinforced. “7300 Elmbridge is the right place! This is the right time! We need supportive housing right now!”
As many wise people have said before, a society will be judged on how it treats the most vulnerable in its midst.  We believe that the majority of people of Richmond are compassionate and generous people who understand that to whom much is given, much is expected.  
Please note, the April 9th rally has been postponed until further notice. For more information contact -----.
